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👤 GENDER & IDENTITY SYMBOLS

Male
Square shape

Female
Circle shape

? Unknown Sex
Question mark (not a diamond)

Non-binary / Gender-diverse
Modified gender symbol (McGoldrick, 2020)

Transgender Man / Woman
Outer = lived gender, inner = assigned at birth

Identified Patient / Client
Double border around symbol

Pet
Symbol varies (often a diamond in GenoPro)

✝ LIFE STATUS INDICATORS

Deceased (Male)
X drawn through square

Deceased (Female)
X drawn through circle

Pregnancy (Current)
Triangle shape

Miscarriage
Small triangle with X

SB

Stillbirth
Gender symbol with X + "SB" label

Induced Abortion
Triangle with X + horizontal line

💍 COUPLE RELATIONSHIPS

Marriage
Solid horizontal line

Cohabitation (Living Together)
Dashed line

Separation
One slash through line

Divorce
Two slashes through line

Engagement / Dating
Dotted line or notation

👶 PARENT–CHILD CONNECTIONS

Biological Child
Solid vertical line to child

Adopted Child
Dashed line to child

Foster Child
Dotted line to child

Fraternal Twins
Lines converge to one point

Identical Twins
Converging lines + horizontal bar

💬 EMOTIONAL RELATIONSHIP PATTERNS

Close /
Harmonious
Two parallel lines

Enmeshed /
Fused
Three parallel lines

Distant
Single dashed line

Conflict
Zigzag / jagged line

Cutoff /
Estranged
Line broken by two
bars

Cutoff Repaired
Bars + circle:
reconciled

Close &
Conflictual
Parallel + zigzag
combined

Focused On
Filled arrow toward
focus

Focused On
Negatively
Zigzag through line
+ arrow

Caretaker
Double chevron at
care recipient

Physical Abuse
Zigzag, filled arrow
at victim

Emotional Abuse
Zigzag, open arrow
at victim

Sexual Abuse
Zigzag between
lines, arrow

Normal / Plain
Single solid line

🏥 HEALTH CONDITIONS — WEBGENO'S QUADRANT SYSTEM

Cardio-
vascular

Mental /
Neuro

Cancer Metabolic

Top-Left: Cardiovascular Top-Right: Mental / Neurological
Bottom-Left: Cancer Bottom-Right: Metabolic / Endocrine

Outer ring categories: Respiratory, Autoimmune, Musculoskeletal, Other
This quadrant system is WebGeno's own, not a field standard. In standard genograms, conditions are shown by shading part of the symbol
(lower half = substance use; left half = physical or mental illness), defined by a key.
Tip: Always include a legend whenever health conditions are shown.

💡 QUICK TIPS FOR PRACTITIONERS

✅ Birth order: Oldest child on the left, youngest on the right ✅ Couple placement: Male traditionally on left, female on right

✅ Always include a legend when using health condition notation ✅ Date your genogram — family situations change over time

✅ Color is optional — patterns carry the meaning ✅ Three generations minimum for clinical genograms
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Standard symbols per McGoldrick, Gerson & Petry (2008, 2020); quadrant health system is
WebGeno's own

https://www.psychologysmarttools.com/webgeno/
https://www.psychologysmarttools.com/webgeno/

